
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 27, 2019 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

This week we celebrate the Feast of All Saints on November 1
st
 and the Commemoration 

of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls) on November 2
nd

. These two important days of the 

Church’s liturgical year remind us of the reality that this life is only temporary, a preparation for 

the life to come. As we celebrate All Saints Day, we join in prayer with the countless saints who 

have gone before us marked with the sign of faith and who now enjoy eternal happiness with 

God in heaven. As we celebrate All Souls Day, we offer our prayers and Masses for the faithful 

departed who will one day join the eternal banquet in heaven but who are now being purified of 

their earthy attachments in purgatory.  

The contrast between these two days is portrayed vividly in the color of the vestments 

that the sacred ministers wear during the Masses for these days. On All Saints Day, the priest and 

deacon wear white to symbolize the purity of the saints who have entered into heaven. On All 

Souls Day, the priest and deacon can continue the long custom of wearing black as a symbol of 

mourning for those who have died and as a reminder of our responsibility to pray for the souls of 

those in purgatory.  

Since All Saints Day is a Holy Day of Obligation, we will have several Masses offered 

for this feast. On October 31
st
, (Halloween—or, All Hallows Eve) we will have Mass at 6:00pm. 

And on November 1
st
, we will have two Masses in church, at 7:00am and at 6:00pm. We are also 

privileged to welcome Archbishop Aymond to our parish on All Saints Day as he will celebrate 

Holy Mass across the street at St. Louis Cemetery #3 at 11:00am. Immediately following Mass, 

he will bless the graves of all buried there.  

Since All Souls Day is the first Saturday of November, we will offer our normal         

First Saturday Mass, which will be followed by adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until Noon. 

Then following adoration, we will have another Mass for All Souls, which will begin just after 

Noon.  

Please join us for these celebrations as we, the Church Militant here on earth, honor the 

Church Triumphant in heaven on All Saints Day and pray for the Church Suffering in purgatory 

on All Souls Day.  

 

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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